NEW AIRCRAFT
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The AgustaWestland Lynx has been
the multi-purpose favourite of the
British Forces for decades. Now it

starts a new chapter with the arrival

of the updated and upgraded
Lynx Wildcat.
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NEW AIRCRAFT

QRTY years is a long time in the lifecycie
of any production helicopter, In the
realms of military equipment, it's an
aternity. Yet the Agusta'Westland Lynx
reachos that landmark in two years, and
not only is it going strong, it has just received a
complete makeowver to extend its life by decades.

Tha new Lynx, as before to be used widely by tha
British Army and Royal Mavy and refermed to until
now as the ‘Future Lynx', is to be formally known
as the AW1SS Lynx Wildcat.

A5 pars of a UK Forces-wide £100n roforeradt
overhanl programma, AW will commenca dedvaries
of 62 of the naw model o the Army and Rowal Mawy
in AW and 2005 raspectavaly. The Wildcat's first
flight in kowambar 2005 wll be naarly four cacadas
an from tha the 1971 first flight of the orginad

It's a testament to the original design, and the
care with which updatas wema carrisd out during
its Ifasman that tha Widcat updatas are s5ill motad
in tha original design statement rmther than a ‘st
from scratch’ basis

* Hawy Wildcat looks the more different from oxi sting
Ly, Carryineg updated sonar and ant-sub gear
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The primary changas to tha Lyns are found in thres
major araas the avionics and waaponny Dackages,
tha airframs and structures, and the posaerplant,

The Wikdcat banshts from twn LHTES CT58040-
4N turbines. producing 1.5625hp each = up from tha
1 1A0sho Rols-Foyoa unis in'old’ Lyree The Lynx is
alrsady one of the fastest neticoptars inmiktany
saryica = infact & Lyns holas the warld helicoptar
spaed racord = but in standard trim, its cruisa is
155t The Wildcat cruise wis show a sigrificart
mprossmant to WSOk, and parform bettar in hos-
and-high conditions

Featuring an ypratad fransmisson, tha main nofors
are unchanged and retain the sxisting =ami-rigid
four-blada design, but totha rear thare s a raw
tall rotor, redesignea boom, and the addition of &
sabiEmed horizontal minirs

COMMON PLATFORM, DIFFERENT ROLES

Tha differing damands of Armmy and Ravy
daploymant wil require twoe quite dfferent varsions,
anch with wany diffaring avionics and weaponny se4s
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# O of the reasons UK foroes love the Lynx is its
wersatiity, and i amthing Wildocat will improve that.

& Bl orer Povessriul
i o comibines.
with improved
tanget desgnation
lasors, The new BN
Wildcats can't be
called slock, howowee!
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Tha bwo varants will of course s a high degrea
of commaorality in arframe and systems 8%, and
ka abia to switch batwean Army and Royal Moy
rales, principally through tha changing of noia-
specific soupmEnt

Tha Armmy wariant will parform a ranga of tasks on
the battiefiaid inchding reconnaissance, command
and cortrod, transportation of roops and matenal
ard tha provision of forca protection’ = el shann-
and stuff, Tha Arrmy wil inttially recersa 54 adnonaft

Tha Rowal Maney wariant (infrally 28 to be asliverad)
will prowide ain agile martima capability prosding
arti-surface warfara capability and forca protaction,
and also operata insupport of amphious
oparatiors Thay will be an important alemant of
ship defenca against surface threats and can camy
out an anti-submarne rola, as wall as acting as a
light utity halicopter
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Trair canability will be a sigrificant advarca on
that prowiciad In both img and Afghanissan oy the
ourrens Ly fleat

THE BEST EQUIPMENT
Thie Wilkdcat will be aquipped with the Setax Sallan
Seaspray MO0E radar system along with a greathy
imrrovad tharmal imaging dendca which will prowvica
identification and lasar weanon mngss dasgnation
far the Futura Air-Surface Guided Weapors

This is irtardad o maet tha miditany '90th-
pancentile’ lewsl for potant al sureivalda crashes
with crastwsort by and armourad craw saating
crasmworihy passanger seatino a 'rofa Fit' arrmoured
cabin fizor and wire strika protection system

Tha arcralt = also equinpad with a Smiths
Industrias Intagrated Hazth and Lsaga Monitoring
System {HLIMS) for imporoved safety and reducad
cost of cwnership

Tha tactical and aireraft systams will be d=plawad
in @ new Thales glass cockpit with four large
rmultifunciion displays

* Recontly revised semi-rigid four-blade rotor assembly
will be retained, wial for carior-bomes use.

FUTLIRE LYNX
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Instant identifiors of the mew Wildcat. Tall rotor new too.

A MNAME WITH PEDIGREE

Tha name "Widcat' recalls tha nama givan to tha
Grumman F£F which was widely usad during Wia2
= apthy anaugh as a camar-based fightar - and was
amother aircraft which sunorised with its warsatiFty
over tha yaars. Tnat aircraft caased operational
service N 1945 bt some flying aircraft mmain,
inchading one inthe cobaction of tha Imoara War
Fusaum Dusfone,

Shortly after the nama announcement, tha news
aso broke that o e Barval Air Souscnon (RS will
ba tha Wiidcat Fieliding Sguadron. FOOW HAS was
commissioned on 14 Fay 09 and raplacas tha Lyrx
Ooeraticnal Evalsation Unit (LOELD,

Tha P30 Squsdinon nama has been aopiad, with
a nurnbar of differart suffives, to 18 offarent urits
sirca 1320 During W # the Soquadron fiaw Wains
floasplanas and gained a mumber of battle honours
agairst bosh surface ard submarine uris, and then
became a maintenancs st pdot framing squadon

From &S omwards the sausdnon took on the s
and avaluation ross that has contimuad to this day

*Thales are prmany supplions of avionics; iIncreased
Ioad-camrying ability will boost strios capability.

Mast racanty, FO0M was formed to aquin with tha
Merin helicopter, before that FO00L infroduced tha
Lynx. Back in 19654, P00W was the intenshme fiying
fras unit for the Wasp helicopser

Speaking of tha new mode! and its Maval
caploymant, Rear Admiral Simon Charlisn, Chiaf of
Staff Aviation and Camiars sad, "in this Cantanany
waar of Maval Awaton, as well as reflacting on tha
graat history of tha Fieat Air Army it 5 approomats
that we kool to tha future. 2000 will be a ey part
of that future and Wiidcat a very signficant incraase
in capakility compared to tha axisting Ly,

Tha new Souadron is alraady acthively ireclvad
with tha design and davelopment of tha Wiocat
ard will form part of the Combinad Test Taam with
AgustaWestandg, Qinatill and Hotary Wing Tast
Souadron (Boscombe Bown) that will bring tha
arcraft info service

FADW MAS will corduct coarational evaluation
and tha corversion training of Lyr aircrew and
miaimtairenance ssaff
W wwweagustawaestiand.com
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